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By Lt. Cmdr. Dave Nunnally, Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs
MONTEREY, Calif. (NNS) -- The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) hosted the school's
Board of Advisors annual meeting from April 19-21.
Board members, who are appointed by the Secretary of the Navy for a period of four years,
met with the NPS Superintendent, Provost and the four academic deans to discuss the
direction of graduate education and the overall effectiveness of NPS programs, as well as
the future scope of graduate education in the Navy.
"The Board of Advisors functions much like a Board of Trustees or Board of Regents at a
civilian institution," said Dr. Richard Elster, NPS provost. "The Secretary of the Navy looks
to the Board for advice and opinions on the future of the Naval Postgraduate School, and
graduate education throughout the Navy."
Board members provide recommendations throughout the year, but meet only twice
annually - once in the Washington, D.C., area and again in Monterey. Annual meetings
provide the forum for in-depth discussions about the school's curricula, distance learning
opportunities, physical plant and equipment, administration, faculty recruiting, state of
the student body and fiscal affairs.
Previous meetings of the Board of Advisors initiated a top-level review of NPS' off-campus
education programs, including development of NPS' robust distance learning programs.
This year's meeting focused on several cross-institutional concerns, including educational
partnerships, NPS' role in the global war on terrorism, research initiatives, faculty
recruiting and retention, distance education, student demographics and accreditation.
"The Board of Advisors is vital to our graduation education accreditation process,
particularly because their academic and defense credentials convey the high standards of
academic and professional achievement that are found at the Naval Postgraduate School,"
said Elster.
In addition to advising on the state of graduate education at NPS, the Board of Advisors
also oversees the educational alliance formed between the Departments of the Navy and
the Air Force. During this year's meeting, the Board of Advisors reviewed and commented
on the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between NPS and the Air Force Institute of
Technology that was completed in April.
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The MOU requires both the Navy and the Air Force to seek "the most effective means to
provide high quality, timely graduate education to the individuals who need it within the
Department of Defense... [to] increase the flexibility and utility of the existing institutions,
while helping minimize unnecessary duplication and overlap among individual programs."
Membership on the school's Board of Advisors comes with great distinction - many of the
members are prominent figures in military leadership, including many active and retired
flag officers, as well as experienced leaders in defense and higher education.
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